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The commission met on the two scheduled meetings of 6 and 20 April. 
   
Supplementary Regulations, Section F: Conservation Subdivision has been the primary focus 
in April. The month-long discussion has covered the many aspects of conventional vs. 
conservation design for subdivisions, including the advantages and disadvantages of each 
design type for the landowner and for the town as a rural community. Real estate trends seem 
to point to two extremes: very large properties with total privacy and the increasing popularity of 
living near services in a relatively more urban setting. Conservation design can accommodate 
both and is not limited to what has been understood to be “cluster” design where lots are very 
small and border open space or farmland. The discussion will continue into May.  
 
In the second meeting our land use consultant, Ted Fink, led the group through several types 
of Sketch Plans. They began with one for Conventional Subdivision to demonstrate the number 
of lots possible on the property. The second one, known as a Site Context Plan, provides the 
developer and the Planning Board with a good sense of what else is in the surrounding area.  
A third map shows the Existing Resources Plan to identify tree lines, slopes greater than 25%, 
wetlands, existing structures and any other resources on the subject property. These and other 
sketch plans assist the developer as well as the Planning Board to come up with a site plan 
that considers the needs, goals and economic realities of the owner and the community. 
 
Generally, the Planning Board must have a valid reason for requiring conservation subdivision. 
It can be encouraged but not mandated. There is also consensus that the code should be 
written so that protection of open space is a high priority but not a requirement. 
 
The first May meeting will be a third review of this section keeping in mind the additional 
understanding gained from thorough discussion and the map reviews of April. 
  
The next meetings are scheduled for 4 and 18 May and 1 June from 6:30PM to 8:30PM at 
Town Hall. 
 
Agendas and minutes are available on the website or from the Commission Co-Chairs upon 
request. Once the operational structure for the website is established the plan is to post the 
agenda five days ahead of the meeting date and minutes within two days of approval (usually 
done at the following meeting). The public is urged to check agendas and minutes and attend 
meetings that focus on a specific interest. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Joyce Thompson, Co-Chair 
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